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eUpdate  
by Heather Pehrson 
 
Change for Washington County Residents 
 
According to the most recent census, Washington County, MO is no longer part 
of the St. Louis Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA).  This means that going 
forward, library cards issued to Washington County residents should be coded 
as Non-Resident Far. With this change, they will no longer be eligible to use our 
electronic resources, which includes both our databases and our eMedia 
collection. 

Even, this guy, gardens 
By Julie Cruise 
 
The community garden at Prairie Commons has been received very favorably by 
area gardeners for several reasons, not the least of which is Matt Even. Matt is 
the Community Outreach 
Specialist in charge of 
overseeing the new project, a 
partnership between SLCL 
and Gateway Greening. 
 
Matt has uncles who farmed, 
but he did not realize his 
interest until after college. 
Immediately after graduation, 
he began an apprenticeship 
with La Finca Organic Farms 
near Bruno, MN. He has been 
up to his elbows in gardens 
ever since.  
 
The raised bed gardens at  
PC are the first such project  
the library has undertaken.  
A meeting in July will show  
whether residents in South  
County would like to start a community garden at the Cliff Cave Branch.  
 
Offering gardening programs is one of Matt’s duties. He is developing several 
programs for inside the library and in the shared plots.  
 
“I want to change the dynamic of what a learning space is,” Matt says. “The 
library is a massive source of information. I’m just starting to tap into what we 
can do in this partnership.” 
 
Gateway Greening has several community gardens, most of which are in the 
City. Expanding to St. Louis County, especially in such a visible location as 
Prairie Commons, expands their influence and gives them an opportunity to 
spread the word about the value of locally grown food.  
 
Apparently, it is a message that the community wants to hear. There is a waiting 
list for plots at PC which will no doubt increase when the edibles are ready for 
harvesting.  

Condolences 
 
St. Louis County Library 
expresses sincere 
condolences to those 
who are grieving. 
 
Ernest "Ernie" LeGrand, 
husband of Delores 
LeGrand (Weber Road), 
died April 23, 2013.  
 
Wanda Kincade, sister of 
Jean Carter (Outreach) died 
April 25, 2013.  
 
Therese Cody, aunt of Rita 
Friedhoff (Natural Bridge), 
died May 9, 2013.  
 
Florence Yokley, 
grandmother of Marilyn 
Johnson (Sachs), died May 
10, 2013.  
 
 

Matt Even is a facilitator between the 
library and Gateway Greening on the 
community garden at Prairie Commons.  


